THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
dominant and a subordinate class, ranged about a
specific mode of production. The remedy, therefore,
lies not in the mere extension of the franchise, nor in
any magnanimous gestures by the dominant classes,
but in the bodily removal of all modes of production
involving a structural cleavage between classes al-
together. This necessity has not been grasped by pre-
Marxism thinkers, whose Socialism rests entirely upon
the wishes and hopes of reformist legislation. It is
true that in the past, each substitution of a new system
for an old has involved liberating ideas, but ideas only.
Slavery gave place, in Europe, to feudal serfdom,
under the spell of something called "brotherhood in
Christ," a very excellent notion, but nothing more.
Feudalism was replaced by capitalism under the purely
mental intoxication of "Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity," again a very good idea. In none of these
evolutions are there any economic changes that could
possibly eradicate the essential class relations of
society. For, it may well be said that it is not only the
poor who are "always with us," but the reasons for
their poverty. In the view of Marx the reason for
poverty was that society had become able to produce
more wealth than was needed for bare survival. The
surplus, in each phase, is necessarily appropriated by a
dominant class through specific sets of machinery,
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